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EVIDENCE CONTROL/SECURITY 

RISK ASSESSMENT AUDIT 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
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Internal Audits Unit 

SUMMARY 

Background 

The Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department (Sheriff) is committed to provide high-quality public 
safety services to constituents, with a focus on protection of life and property, the preservation of the 
public peace, and the enforcement of laws. 

Fiscal Year 2018-19 Sacramento Countywide risk assessment study assessed Sheriff Property 
Bureau (the Bureau)’s property warehouse (evidence storage facility) as a high-risk area for the 
Sacramento County operation.  Accordingly, we conducted this performance audit to assess the 
Bureau’s property warehouse. 

Audit Objective 

To assess the sufficiency of the Bureau’s property warehouse and the extent to which it allowed for 
the safe handling of biological evidence while preserving the integrity of the evidence to ensure that 
damage, contamination, or inadvertent destruction of evidence did not occur for the Period from 
July 1, 2018 through April 30, 2019.  

Summary 

We found that the Bureau’s chain of custody was well documented and followed.  However, we noted 
several deficiencies concerning handling and preserving the evidence maintained in the property 
warehouse including incomplete procedures for property disposition, lack of storage space, 
inadequate climate controls, property booking and purging backlog, inadequate control over money 
count, and insufficient security camera system. 






















	2 Audits Cover Page
	Report - Revised Final - 1.24.20

